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From Pastor Telloni . . .
Friends in Christ:
It has been a long, long time since I was a layman sitting in the pew Sunday after
Sunday! I have had the opportunity the last couple of months to worship amid my brothers
and sisters in Christ in the nave rather than on the “other” side of the Communion rail near the
altar and pulpit where I normally perform my pastoral functions. This is due, of course, to the
weakness of my voice as I undergo treatments for the small tumor on my right vocal cord,
which also limits the extent of my overall pastoral work.
In any case, the view from the pew has been a welcome learning experience and a
renewed opportunity to appreciate the beauty, goodness, and truth of the liturgy of Word and
Sacrament in the Divine Service. Perhaps if I explain what I mean, you lay people, from
where you sit and stand, may gain a new perspective on the what and wherefore of Christian
worship that will enhance the experience of receiving God’s promised blessings for your faith and your daily life in Christ.
The View. If you sit in the pew, you are basically facing the CROSS and the ALTAR.
Your eyes can directly glance, stare, appreciate, and adore the symbols of our salvation – Jesus’
atoning death on the cross and the altar at which prayers are offered and the Communion meal
is prepared. As the congregation sings the hymns, chants the psalms and canticles, listens to
the Gospel readings and proclamation, and offers the prayers of God’s people, you enjoy a
beautiful view of the cross with no distracting obstructions. Where else can you go to spend a
sacred hour to ponder Jesus’ passion while cherishing the the symbols of Jesus’ sacrifice of His
life in love for your eternal redemption. This is a vista I do not have as I stand and speak in the
chancel.
The Fellowship. Sitting next to or near my brothers and sisters during this holy hour
to hear the Word of God and receive its pardon and power for life is so meaningful for reinforcing the unity of faith and the family nature
of Christ’s Church. This is our Father’s House, and like 12-year-old Jesus, we long to be in this place, sitting together with loved ones,
receiving God’s edifying Word, and responding with thanks and praise to a great and gracious God. This is an experience that the pastor
does not fully partake of when leading the service from the altar area.
The Table. Walking together to the Lord’s Table to receive the nourishment of Christ’s
body and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine, personally offered to each communicant
by a loving Savior and Brother, is also a close and intimate experience for God’s beloved people.
There is something deep and rich and satisfying about sitting closer to our family in Christ and as a
group receiving this supernatural feast with those with whom we will spend eternity one day.
Now, it is not that the pastor does not experience the view, fellowship, and table
blessings, but he is busy dispensing the gifts of Christ as His representative. To be side by side
with fellow believers in God’s dwelling place is an experience rich with present and promised
blessings. You, my friends, are the ones experiencing up close this divine atmosphere of heavenly
joy.
Why would we not want to enter the sheepfold together and bask in the Good Shepherd’s love for those whom He has redeemed!
It is a privilege to sit in the midst of God’s people and worship with them - you! - as we continue to walk the path that Jesus has paved for
us in this world. And we do it as a family, in the peace and unity of Christ, before our God and Father. Do not miss out on this
experience!
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From Pastor Carpenter . . .
On Sunday, June 19th, fathers are honored for their service
to their wife, children, friends, and community. How fitting it is
that we celebrate fathers on Sunday. Every year, on the third
Sunday of June, we give honor, thanks, and praise to fathers who
give of their time, talents, and treasures for others. We do this on a
Sunday only one time a year.
But how fitting it is to celebrate our heavenly Father each
and every day, especially on Sundays. We think that God the
Father is like fathers of the earth. But if you think about it, it is the
other way around. Fathers serve others because men are made in
the Father’s image. Imperfect as it may be, fathers love their children because the Father, by nature, is love. Fathers give to
their children, because the Father, by nature, gives all things. Fathers sacrifice themselves for their family, friends and
others, because the Father sacrificed His one and only Son for the whole world. It is in the Father’s nature to love, give, and
sacrifice.
When we observe fathers loving, we see the Father. When we observe fathers giving themselves for others, we see
the giving heart of the Father. And when we observe and honor fathers for their sacrifices (some have literally given over
their lives for others on the battle field), we see the sacrificial love that the Father has for all people.
The Father’s sacrificial love is expressed the most by the giving of His Son. In
the person of Jesus, the Son of God was delivered over by the Father in order that the
Son would suffer, die, and rise to new life. Jesus, God’s one and only Son, sacrificed
His entire self for you, me, and for the whole world. Jesus sacrificed Himself because
of His love. It is the same love that the Father has. And it is the same love that is
manifested when fathers, or anyone else, sacrifice their entire selves for the sake of
others.
On account of the Father’s love, giving, and sacrifice of His Son, we are
reconciled back to God. We are reconciled back to our heavenly Father, the One who
made us and loves us. The Father gave up everything so that we would gain life in His
Son Jesus Christ through His sacrifice on the cross.
All of us, adopted into the Father’s family, give top honor, praise, and glory to
Him alone. Anytime we do the same for the fathers of the earth, we do it because the Father loved, gave, and sacrificed first
to us. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

COMING SOON! THE TREE OF LIFE VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
Beginning Monday, July 25th through Friday, July 29th, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., St.
John Lutheran Church will hold a special Vacation Bible School called The Tree of Life: God’s
Promise of Salvation. This VBS examines God’s plan of salvation through His Son, Jesus
Christ.
Each session of this VBS explores Bible accounts that guide us through the epic story
of salvation, from creation in the beginning of Genesis, to the cross of Christ in the beginning of
the New Testament, and finally to Jesus’ return on the Last Day in the Book of Revelation.
Be sure to join us for fun lessons, story time, music, crafts, snacks, games and
activities to learn how Jesus’ cross became the tree of life in which God forgives us and gives us
everlasting life. VBS is for ages 3 (as long as they are potty trained) to 12. NO
REGISTRATION FEE
For your convenience, a registration form can be found on page 4 to fill out and mail back to St. John, 1900 Wales Road, N.E.,
Massillon, Ohio 44646 or dropped off at the church during Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon or sign up online at
https://vbsmate.com/events/StJohnLutheranChurchMassillonOH/25135. Questions? Please call the Church Office: 330-837-4645.
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OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

THE MOBILE SNACK COMMITTEE
delivered 20 snacks in May.
Thank you to our baker, Jeanette Tennant
and to our drivers: Gloria Pavelzik; Dennis
Lillich; Janet Dyer; Mickey Krnach; Rose
Sedjo; Dennis Brown & Deb Stocker. We
appreciate everyone’s contribution! The
committee will be taking a summer recess.

Is expressed to Henry
Leitner and his family who are
grieving over the loss of his wife,
Ellen M. Leitner, who passed
away on April 7, 2022. A funeral
service was held on May 7th at
St. Paul Lutheran Church of
Massillon (where she was a member).
It has pleased Almighty God to call to Himself the soul
of Mrs. Cheryl Jeanine Treacher, who passed away on May 16,
2022, at the age of 76. A funeral service was held at St. John
Lutheran Church on Wednesday, May 25th, at 11:00 a.m., with
Rev. Dr. Christopher Cahill of Christ the King, Lodi, delivering
the sermon and Pastor Carpenter serving as liturgist. We
express our Christian sympathy to her husband, Roger,
daughters Natalie (Dan) Stelluto, Nicole (Jeff) Haren and their
families. We pray that our gracious God will comfort these
families with His abiding presence and the hope of everlasting
life in Jesus Christ Who is the Resurrection and the Life.

BACK ENTRANCE
Continues to be closed due
to large and deep potholes along the
way and to prevent cars from going
around them on the grass on both
sides causing further holes and
damage to the grassy areas. Your
cooperation is greatly appreciated.

PASTOR TELLONI UPDATE
Pastor Telloni has completed 6 weeks of treatments,
with one more to go (last day: June 13), for the small tumor in
his right vocal cord area. He is involved in limited pastoral
work and refraining from preaching and conducting public
services. He will return to the church office at some point in the
near future. Your prayers for a full recovery are much
appreciated.

OFFERING COUNTERS NEEDED
We are in need of more
people to help with the offering
count. The count is conducted
immediately after the service each
Sunday and typically takes less
than 30 minutes. If we are able to
find at least two more people to
help, each team would count approximately once a month. We
will work with your schedule. No experience is necessary, and
we will provide the training. If you would be willing to help with
this task, please talk to Connie Ribaudo or Barb Leffler.

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, May 29 through Sunday, September 4, 2022
8:00 a.m. - 30-minute Simplified Divine Service
(Informal spoken liturgy, 2 hymns, no ushers or lay readers one pastor officiating, brief devotional message,
worshipers sit on right side of the sanctuary)

THE ST. JOHN QUILTERS
will continue to meet on the
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each
month from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall. We invite
anyone interested in helping to make
quilts for Lutheran World Relief.
LWR is an LCMS mission that
provides aid in emergencies and help families restore their lives.
Their goal is to help people build self-sufficiency and create new
community-owned approaches to problem solving that will last
long after the projects have ended. LWR Mission Quilts create
a tangible, lasting bond between the people who lovingly
assemble them, and our neighbors around the world, who
receive quilts in their greatest times of need.

8:45 a.m. - Education Hour
10:00 a.m. - Divine Service
(This will remain as the main Service Lay Readers, Servers, Ushers will be scheduled as usual.)
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