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From Pastor Telloni ....
Friends in Christ:
By the time you read this note, I will have experienced the
first week of treatment for my vocal cord issue. As you may know,
I am scheduled for seven weeks of weekday radiation (M-F) and a
low dose of chemotherapy on Mondays. Lord-willing, June 10th
will be the last day of the overall treatment plan, followed up with
doctor appointments to monitor the recovery. With no
complications thus far, the prognosis for recovery is good. The
tumor includes fatty tissue around the right side of the vocal cord,
but the carcinoma has not entered the lymph nodes, thank the Lord! The last few weeks of treatment may be more grueling,
and this is why I am limiting my pastoral work to general overall administration, according to my health status; however, no
preaching is being anticipated, and perhaps some time off during the last few weeks of treatments.
Of course, we are grateful to Pastor Carpenter for assuming the bulk of pastoral duties for the foreseeable future.
And the church office is well taken care of, thanks to our experienced Administrative Assistant, Kathleen DeFine. I intend
to be in the church office during the week, scheduling and health permitting. Radiation treatments are scheduled for 9:45
a.m. each weekday, and thus I plan to be in the office at 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 or 2:00 p.m. Monday will be a day off, because
after the radiation treatment, I receive the low dose of chemotherapy (cisplatin), which requires me to arrive at 11:00 a.m.,
with brief testing and consultation, and then 2 ½ hours for the actual IVs. I am providing these times for your information
and because I owe it to our family of faith to understand the situation for the foreseeable future.
On the weekend of May 15th, Pastor Carpenter and his family will be in St. Louis for the SELC District Convention
at St. Lucas, St. Louis. His wife Shannon is our lay delegate, and Pastor Carpenter will be the pastoral voting delegate. I
serve as the District Secretary, iand I will at least be on ZOOM for the business sessions. On Sunday, May 15th, there may
be a guest pastor who will conduct the Divine Service and deliver the sermon.
On Sunday, May 22nd, former St. John pastor, Rev. Gerald Kovac, will join us for the Divine Service and deliver a
message on behalf of Food for the Poor, a Christian mission serving the Caribbean and Latin America. Pastor Kovac has
been here on its behalf a few times over the last 15 years, and so we encourage you to show loving Christian hospitality to
our former pastor. We also invite you to consider giving a generous gift to this vital and award-winning organization that
shares the love of Jesus and His Gospel to so many people in need in that area of the world. More information about Food
for the Poor is in this edition of the Messenger.
The Church is now into the third week of the Easter season, and if the resurrection of Jesus Christ means anything in
our everyday lives, we are encouraged to trust fully in our risen Savior because He has the won the ultimate victory over sin
and death through His redemptive work. Our temporal lives and eternal fate are in His sure and steady and loving hands!
Regardless of what may befall us, whether health or wealth or relationship issues, we can be absolutely assured – yes,
without qualification – that we are passionately loved by Jesus, and He will always be with you and work in all things for
our good. It may not always be what we want or makes us happy, but it will always be “good!” Good for us in the long run
because we are His and He promises to keep and protect us until we reach our eternal home.
I, like you, am learning to be confident in the Lord’s leadership and His promised blessings in every moment. He
has offered this truth for our lives in Christ: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2
Cor. 12:9). And St. Paul, who recorded these words, summarized his reaction to God’s Word: “Therefore I will boast all
the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”
Indeed, and banking on those same promises, may His will be done, and may the Holy Spirit direct us in His ways
and to His glory! For Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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From Pastor Carpenter . . .
If I said the phrase “Sacramental Ministry,” what comes to
your mind? How about “Incarnational Ministry?” Or
maybe you have heard the phrase, “Ministry of Presence.” All pastors
should practice the ministry of presence in some shape or form.
A pastor practices the ministry of presence when he visits the
shut-in. The pastor is God’s physical representative who brings his
presence wherever he goes. By the pastor’s visit, the homebound can
truly receive the gifts of God as the pastor speaks God’s Word to their
ears, heart, and mind. When the pastor administers the Lord’s Supper in
the homes he visits, God’s presence is there in, through, and with the
bread and wine.
This type of ministry could be called Sacramental Ministry. For
in this ministry, the pastor could be looked upon as the physical element used by God to bestow his gifts and bring forth His
true presence. In the public Confession and Absolution, God speaks forgiveness to the repentant through the physical
element, the pastor. In John 20:22-23, God commanded the disciples to forgive those who are repentant. Now God could
very easily show up when we confess our sins and pronounce forgiveness, but He calls His disciples to bring forth the
forgiveness of sins in His stead and by the authority the pastor has been given.
This ministry of presence, or sacramental ministry, is to be
practiced by all believers. Am I saying, “everyone a pastor” in all
places, and in all times? As Paul would say, “By no means!” What I
am saying is that all believers are called to bring God’s presence to
all people and in all places. Pastors are called to this type of ministry
in the public office. But those who do not have the call of a pastor are
still called to carry out the ministry of presence, or this sacramental
ministry in a private capacity. When you go into the world, you are
the physical element that God uses to bring forth His presence and
gifts of grace. You are the physical element that can speak to the
repentant. You are the physical element that God uses to speak for
His word of absolution. And wherever there is absolution of sins,
God is present. Wherever there is joy, peace, and contentment, God
is present. God uses all of His people so that all would see and know
that God is truly present, giving His gifts of grace to all people, and
in all places, and in all times.
My heart in this short article is that we would partake in sacramental ministry, or ministry of presence. Every single
child of God has been given the keys to unlock and lock forgiveness (John 20:22-23). Pastors are called to unlock and lock in
the public ministry. But among friends, family, and even strangers, God calls all of us to bring forth his presence in a
physical and tangible way.
Dear friends, the Lord strengthen and equip you for your sacramental ministry. Your ministry of presence.
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SPECIAL VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY MEETING

OFFERING COUNTERS NEEDED

Updated Summary: In September of 2021 we filed a
lawsuit against the City of Massillon in the Stark County
Common Pleas Court for a
zone change on our entire
property from Residential to
Commercial after City Council
failed to grant our request.
Our case is scheduled for a
hearing in August of this year.
Our attorney has been
attempting to negotiate a settlement prior to the hearing date.
The attorney representing the City of Massillon has asked us to
withdraw our court case and submit an application for a zone
change on just the northern empty parcel of our property. If we
withdraw our court case, we can still resubmit it for a period of
up to one year. A special voter’s meeting has been scheduled for
Sunday May 8 to vote on this matter. It will take place
immediately after the Divine Service in the sanctuary. All are
urged to attend!

We are in need of more
people to help with the offering count.
The count is conducted immediately
after the service each Sunday, typically
it takes less than 30 minutes. If we are
able to find at least two more people to
help, each team would count
approximately once a month. We will
work with your schedule. No experience is necessary, and we
will provide the training. If you would be willing to help with
this task, please talk to Connie Ribaudo or Barb Leffler.

HEARTY THANKS
To the folks who participated in the spring cleaning of
the kitchen: Gloria Pavelzik, Janet
Dyer, Deb Stocker, Mike & Mickey
Krnach, and Rosemary Sedjo and to
those who are working on enhancing
the Memorial Garden in the main
parking lot: Diana Cochran, Beth
Davis, Ron Gemma, Barb Leffler,
Maggie and Bob Peter, Connie Ribaudo
and Becky Smith. God richly bless!

LADIES’ DAY OUT!
The Martha Society will
hold their monthly meeting on
Tuesday, May 10th, at 1:00 p.m., at
Bugsy’s Italian Restaurant, 7936
Hills & Dales Road NW,
Massillon. All ladies are invited
for an afternoon of fellowship (Dutch treat). A sign-up sheet is
posted on the front bulletin board.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND
Initial Goal:
$150,000.00
Gifts Received to Date: $ 59,300.00
Note: When offering your gift, please place
on your Offering Envelope the designation
“St. John Capital Fund Campaign.” Thank
you for supporting this major stewardship effort! The Capital
Campaign Funds are directed to the LCEF Loan. If you give to
the “mortgage,” “roof fund,” or “LCEF,” all monies go
toward the Capital Campaign Fund.

ST. JOHN QUILTERS
Have completed their first project of love! It is
displayed in the narthex. Our delegates, Mickey Krnach &
Jeanette Tennant, will present the
quilt to the H.A.R.P. Mission
(Helping Appalachian Rural
People) at the SELC District
LWML Convention on Saturday,
April 30th. The group will
continue to meet on the 1st and
3rd Wednesdays of each month.

IMPACT MASSILLON
Is a local ecumenical
ministry that intends to show the
unconditional love of Jesus by
encouraging one neighborhood with
physical assistance to their homes and
properties on the first Saturday in June
each year. We are excited to
announce that the rehab of homes will take place in the
neighborhood of 4th Street S.W., Massillon, on Saturday, June
4th. All expenses are absorbed by the participating
congregations at no cost to the families, and will enjoy a
luncheon with the homeowners. St. John’s Team will be
working on one home in the neighborhood. At least 16 or more
Massillon congregations are participating in this effort.

BACK ENTRANCE
Is temporarily closed due to large and deep potholes
along the way and to prevent cars from
going around them on the grass on both
sides causing further holes and damage
to the grassy areas. Your mowing crew
will appreciate your cooperation, and
this will allow discussion to ensure
safety on the back entranceway in the
future.

Thank you to those who have committed their time,
talent and resources for the purpose of serving our neighbors in
the spirit of Jesus’ love. The Martha Society and Men’s
Fellowship are underwriting all registration fees, including
providing a free “Impact Massillon” T-shirt to each participant.
Any questions, please see Pastor Carpenter.
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‘UKRAINE RELIEF CAMPAIGN’

On Sunday, May 22nd, former St. John pastor, Rev.
Gerald Kovac, will join us for the Divine Service and deliver a
message on behalf of Food for the Poor, a Christian mission
serving the Caribbean and Latin America. We invite you to
consider giving a generous gift to this vital and award-winning
organization that shares the love of Jesus and His Gospel to so
many people in need in that area of the world.
Help us serve the poorest of the poor. Food For The
Poor began in 1982 in Jamaica. Today, our interdenominational
Christian ministry serves the poor in primarily 17 countries
throughout the Caribbean and Latin America. Thanks to our
faithful donors, we are able to provide food, housing, healthcare,
education, fresh water, emergency relief, micro-enterprise
solutions and much more.
We are proud to have fed millions of people and
provided more than 15.7 billion dollars in aid.
Our faith inspires us to be an organization built on
compassion, and motivated by love. Our mission is to bring
relief to the poorest of the poor in the countries where we serve.
We strive to reflect God’s unconditional love. It’s a
sacrificial love that embraces all people regardless of race or
religion. We believe that we can show His love by serving the
“least of these” on this earth as Christ challenged us to do in
Matthew 25. We pray that by God’s grace, and with your
support, we can continue to bring relief to the suffering and hope
to the hopeless.

Below is a report outlining how charitable contributions have
been used already by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod’s
International Mission Office:
More than $45,000 has been dispatched to a
congregation in Odesa, Ukraine, that is affiliated with our
German Lutheran partner church body (SELK). That funding
has been used to aid refugees in Lviv, Lutskfor, Vinnysia,
eastern parts of Ukraine and other locales. The assistance has
been used primarily for food, medicine, travel accommodations,
documents and clothes. We are positioned to provide ongoing
similar grants to Ukraine upon request.
As Lutheran pastors in Ukraine have pivoted from the
“everyday functions” of the ministry, to providing spiritual care
to a war-torn people, your Synod is using charitable donations to
compensate these under-shepherds for meeting critical spiritual
needs of their communities.
Nearly $68,000 has been dispatched to Lutheran
churches outside of Ukraine, in Latvia, Lithuania and Romania.
These funds have been used for food, housing, transportation,
medicine and items for personal hygiene and care for displaced
persons. These funds are also being used to help transport
fleeing Ukrainians across the border and provide spiritual and
pastoral care in places like Riga, Saldus and other towns. We are
also about to send funds to Slovakia for use at a primary (K-8)
Lutheran school taking in refugees.
Your Synod is collaborating with SELK to support and
increase the church’s capacity to serve displaced peoples by
providing spiritual care and physical aid to those seeking safety
and shelter in Germany.
You have indeed demonstrated and continue to
demonstrate Christ's love for the people of Ukraine — because
you know of His deep love for you. Thank you.

MISSION STATEMENT:
Our mission is to link the church of the First World
with the church of the Third World in a manner that helps both
the materially poor and the poor in spirit.
The materially poor are served by local churches,
clergy and lay leaders who have been empowered and supplied
with goods by Food For The Poor.
The poor in spirit are renewed by their relationship
with and service to the poor through our direct ministry of
teaching, encouragement and prayer.
Ultimately, we seek to bring both benefactors and
recipients to a closer union with our Lord.

In service to our Lord Jesus, and to you,
- Rev. Mark Hofman
Executive Director for LCMS Mission Advancement
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
THROUGH THE GENEROSITY OF THE PEOPLE OF
ST. JOHN, GIFTS RECEIVED: $2,623.65!

VISION STATEMENT:
Food For The Poor is God’s instrument to help the
materially poor and to renew the poor in spirit.
Our ministry is a reflection of our Lord’s unconditional
love – a love that surrenders all, that inspires trust and faith, and
that embraces all people, regardless of race, status or creed.
It is also shaped by our belief that Christ is alive and
can be served directly by serving those in greatest need.
(Matthew 25:40)
For guidance and to maintain the purity of our mission,
we stress the need for regular prayer.
Through surrender, service and prayer, we seek a closer
union with our Lord.

The above amount will now be sent to the LCMS
International Mission Office. Thanks to all donors who opened
their hearts to loving service to our brothers and sisters in Christ
during their season of war and tragedy, continuing to pray for
relief and peace in accordance with God’s will!
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