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One of my favorite movies is The Karate Kid. It’s the movie that coined the phrase “wax on, 

wax off.”  This phrase was spoken by Mr. Miyagi, the karate teacher for Daniel, who is the main 

character of the movie. Mr. Miyagi promised to train Daniel to make him the best karate kid he could 

be.  

Throughout Daniel’s training, he, and those who’re watching the movie, becomes very 

confused and frustrated by how Mr. Miyagi trains him. He has Daniel wash and wax cars, sand the 

deck and floors of his massive backyard, and also paint his long fence on both sides. Mr. Miyagi 

even has Daniel paint the entire outside of his house. At one point, Daniel doubts Mr. Miyagi is 

keeping his promise to train him. For Daniel, it appears that Mr. Miyagi is using him to get some 

work done around the house. 

But there’s an important moment in the movie where Mr. Miyagi helps Daniel to understand 

that all those motions he had to do when he was washing, waxing, sanding, and painting, would give 

him the ability to block all the moves that he would face in the karate tournament at the end of the 

movie. Daniel, and the audience, learn that Mr. Miyagi kept his promise to train him. It just didn’t 

look like what Daniel and the audience were expecting. At the end of the movie, Daniel wins the 

karate tournament.  

In our gospel lesson this morning, we see Jesus making his way to Jerusalem where he will 

fulfill the plan of salvation for the whole human race. Jesus sets up the plan accordingly by 

instructing his disciples to gather all the things that were needed. And as he makes his way to 

Jerusalem to fulfill the plan of the Father, he is greeted with mixed responses. Some responded 

correctly to the coming of Jesus, but others didn’t. And at the end of our gospel lesson, we, like an 

audience watching a movie, are left to ask ourselves the question, “How do I respond to God’s plan 

of salvation?”  

Like Daniel in the Karate Kid, will I doubt Jesus that he fulfilled the plan? Or will I give him 

a warm welcome as the King of the universe? Will I believe and put my trust in this King who saves 

me from my sins? Will I look upon Jesus to save me, or look to myself? Will I believe in the One 

whom the Father had planned to send from the beginning? 



At the beginning of the gospel lesson, Matthew lets us know that Jesus already had a plan in 

mind before he came to Jerusalem for the last time. He tells two of his disciples to prepare things for 

his arrival. Jesus is keeping his promise to fulfill all righteousness. He makes this promise to John the 

Baptist near the beginning of Matthew’s gospel. And he is still fulfilling all things as he makes his 

way to Jerusalem. By sending the two disciples for the donkey and colt, Jesus is fulfilling the O.T. 

scriptures mentioned in verse five. He tells the disciples to say to anyone that asks them about the 

animals, “The Lord needs them.” Jesus needs them to fulfill the Father’s plan of salvation that’s 

proclaimed in the O.T. scriptures.  

But Jesus isn’t doing this to just check off a list of prophecies. That’s important yes, but 

there’s more to it.  Jesus needs the donkey and colt to show mankind what kind of King he is. He’s a 

humble and gentle King. He’s not like Herod or any other earthly king who uses people to get what 

they want or to gain more power and control. He’s the humble King who saves, protects, and loves 

his people. He’s like his father David who was a humble shepherd. He’s like David who was in small 

stature but took down Goliath to save the people of Israel. 

This way of fulfilling the Father’s plan of salvation brings us to an understanding that God’s 

ways are not like ours. By Jesus coming into Jerusalem in this manner, the people would know that 

their King has arrived. The people were not to be fooled. When they see this person coming into the 

city of Zion, they will know that he’s the guy! The people are to look upon this King and not Herod. 

The people are to rely upon this humble King and not a highly placed earthly king who appears 

powerful. That kind of king will not save them. Only this particular King can save them from all 

harm, danger, and even sin and the devil.  

Matthew records, “most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road.” Also, the crowd that led the way shouted 

“‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in 

the highest!’” Their response is to be emulated today. This is to be emulated on the first Sunday in 

Advent. Our first banner says “Come.” There were some on that day of Jesus’ humble entrance into 

the city of Jerusalem who welcomed the King’s coming. And like the people of old when Jehu came 

into Jerusalem and was welcomed as king of Israel, these people gladly welcome Jesus as their King 

with open arms by laying their cloaks and branches down as a royal highway to the city of God. It’s 

like laying down the red carpet and having their King come down the aisle. These people called upon 



the God who will save them! Their faith was on full display. Their faith was in the only One who can 

save them from their sin, death, and the devil, the true threats and enemies to all humanity. 

But others asked, “‘Who is this?’” This response also shows a particular kind of faith. This 

faith isn’t in the One who saves. It’s a kind of faith that looks on the outside. It’s faith in earthly 

things and the self. Others looked upon this humble King and didn’t welcome him. They looked at 

this humble King with physical eyes only. Their spiritual eyes were darkened. They probably 

thought, “Who is this? What kind of king comes in on humble animals? A true king would come 

riding on a war horse! This guy can’t save me.”  

Let’s not talk about the world or those who could care the least about Jesus this Advent 

season. Let’s talk about us. As you observe this gospel account from Matthew, like an audience 

watching a movie, how did you respond? In this first week of Advent, do you welcome the humble 

King, or do you look upon him and ask “Who is this?” Are you welcoming the coming King into 

your home, thoughts, and mind? Or are you already busying yourself with presents, trees, wrapping 

paper, bows, Black Friday and Cyber Monday deals, lights, decorating, Christmas lists, planning get-

togethers, family Christmas pictures, and on and on…? 

And don’t think that I’m only speaking to you. The question is asked to me too. How busy 

am I! Have I welcomed the King? Or am I already too busy this Advent season? I welcome the 

thought of presents, putting up the tree, and decorating the inside and outside of my house, but have I 

welcomed the coming King into my family, house, thoughts, and mind? Do I doubt the Father that 

Christ has fulfilled his promise to save me? Do I doubt when I fail, when I sin in thought word, and 

deed? I’m sorry to say that I’m guilty as charged. I haven’t welcomed Jesus as I should. And I’m 

guilty of relying upon myself and others to save me in times of need. Do I put my faith in my ability 

to fulfill all that is needed to maintain this Christian life? Am I more welcoming to four easy steps to 

have a good Christian life, or am I relying upon the One who has fulfilled it all for me in my place? 

But we can take heart. We can bring our sins, shortcomings, questions, doubts, busyness, and 

faith in self, and lay them down at the feet of the King. Dear friend, welcome your humble King. 

Welcome him before you start the busy season of Advent and Christmas. Welcome him in your 

home. He has come to you. He’s come to forgive you of your sins. He has fulfilled all that was 

planned by the Father. He comes to you now. Not on a donkey, a colt, and even in a manger. He 

comes now to you with his Word. He comes to you with his Word that tells of his humble death upon 



the cross for your salvation. Trust and hold fast to your King’s word of forgiveness. Confess and 

welcome your Salvation.  

This is what happens in confession and absolution. You call out in repentance and welcome 

him in the name of the Lord. In faith, you confess to him as Hosanna, the God who saves you. You 

welcome him as you heard his Word. Through the Word, the King speaks to you, his daughter of 

Zion. He comes to you as the Son of David, and proclaims that his end-times rule is here and he is 

your King! He has come to take care of you, to protect you from sin, death, and the devil. And he 

comes to you as King through the bread and wine. Welcome him as you eat and drink. Eat the body 

that was broken, and drink the blood that was shed. 

Welcome your King with eyes of faith. Don’t be fooled by his appearance. Don’t be fooled to 

put your trust in yourself, others, kings, presidents, the house, the senate, or anything else. Be 

strengthened by your humble King. He has fulfilled the plan of salvation that was promised by the 

Father long ago in the Garden. Pray and welcome Christ into your home, family, and your thoughts 

and mind. And pray for those who will ask you, “Who is this?” Pray this Advent and Christmas 

season, that others would see with eyes of faith. Pray that they would be comforted because he has 

fulfilled all that was promised for their salvation. Pray that they too will be saved and become 

daughters of Zion. And together, when the King comes back riding on a white horse and not on a 

donkey and colt, we would welcome him as our loving King who will take care of us in his 

everlasting kingdom. To the glory of the Father. Amen.  
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